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FROM THE PASTOR
Every five years since my ordination, I’ve taken some time
to reflect on and pray about my ministry, and to put my
thoughts into writing. This past June, I celebrated the 40th
anniversary of my ordination. Because I have spent the
past twelve years as your pastor, I wanted to share some of
my thoughts and reflections with you.
As I reflect on the past 40 years, I have to admit there have
been both positives and negatives. Fortunately and
thankfully, the positives far outweigh the negatives. But I
can’t pretend the negatives don’t exist. They are real; they
have had an impact on my ministry; and, to varying
degrees and in varying ways, they have caused me concern,
frustration and, in some cases, anger.
Five negatives in particular come to mind.
1. The failure of our church leaders to deal with the inappropriate sexual
behavior of priests/bishops, coupled with the inability of our leaders to be
financially transparent and accountable. In regard to the former, we need to
acknowledge first and foremost that nothing can excuse the absolute wrongfulness of
the acts of these priests/bishops. There are no excuses to be made for it and no
explanations that mitigate it. That this behavior was covered up or denied and/or is
still being hidden is a source of great shame and sorrow. Worse, though, is the fact
that some of the leaders of our church just don’t seem to understand that they need
to be transparent, honest, and accountable in regard to this issue. This same is true
in regard to financial accountability. Their lack of understanding and action in these
areas is a source of anger and very deep disappointment for me.
2. Because of the sexual abuse crisis, many people have simply given up on our
Church. During the past several years, numerous people have told me personally,
through letters, or through email, that they have reached the tipping point and no
longer attend and/or consider themselves part of the Catholic Church. As one who
loves the Church, I find this a source of great pain. While I hope these breaks from the
Church are only temporary, I suspect some of them will be permanent. The loss of
such people is a wound from which our Church won’t soon recover.
3. Studies indicate that the next generations (Gen-Xer’s and Millennials) aren’t
making the Catholic Church their home as their parents and grandparents did.
Unless this is only a phase, (and I fear that it isn’t) the younger generations won’t
come to know and appreciate the beauty of our faith. With our sacraments, our
rituals, our liturgy, our outreach and service ministries, our emphasis on the
scriptures, our rich traditions, our various forms of prayer and spirituality, and the
countless numbers of people who have dedicated their lives to witnessing their faith, I
think our Church has much to offer. I am concerned that, without being rooted in the
Church, the younger generations won’t understand the ultimate importance and value
of God in their lives.
4. The divisions in our Church. As a Church, we are a diverse and varied group of
people. I see this as a rich blessing. Unfortunately, many others do not share this view.
It is a source of pain and frustration when Church members with divergent opinions
fail to treat one another with respect. I am amazed at the number of people who think
it is acceptable to question the faith of a person with whom they disagree, or worse, to
suggest that person should “find another church.”
Five years ago in preparation for The Synod on the Family, Archbishop Michael Jackels
of Dubuque asked for input from the people of his Archdiocese. In reflecting on the
input he had received Archbishop Jackels wrote: “The Church is a lot like a family,
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JOIN US
BASILICA DAY

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
AFTER 9:30 & 11:30AM MASSES
Join us for Mass as our choirs return
for this annual celebration of the
solemn dedication of our beautiful
Basilica.
After Mass, join us on The Basilica’s
West Lawn for:
• Ice Cream Social
• Activities for Families and
Children
• Mary Garden Tours
Volunteer to pack back packs of school
supplies for children of Ascension
Catholic School. Visit mary.org for
more information.

FALL FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
AFTER 9:30 & 11:30AM MASSES
BASILICA LAWN
Plan to attend the Fall Festival—
celebrate our parish community.
Great food, games and activities for
families and children.
Volunteers are needed to help make
this annual event a success. Register
to help at mary.org.

SESQUICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Closing Weekend of Sesquicentennial
Celebrations. Archbishop Bernard
Hebda celebrant at the 9:30 and
11:30am Mass.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1:30PM
For over 25 years we have celebrated
the Feast of Saint Francis with a
traditional Blessing of Animals.

The Basilica
OF Saint Mary
A community rooted in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we:
• Practice biblical stewardship
• Share our faith with others in word
and deed
• Pursue ecumenical and interfaith
relationships
• Rejoice in rich diversity
As the Co-Cathedral of the Archdiocese
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, we are
committed to provide:
• Inspiring liturgies and sacred arts
• Transforming life-long learning
opportunities
• Engaging service to one another and
justice for all

MASS

Saturday
5:00pm
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am
4:30pm, 6:30pm
Monday-Friday
7:00am and Noon
Saint Joseph Chapel
Nursery
Available Sunday 9:30am Mass for
children through age 4.
Accessibility
Center East bronze doors and ground
level doors for accessible entrance.
Wheelchairs available upon request.

SACRAMENTS

Please call the parish office for:
Baptism and Marriage
Anointing of the Sick
Homebound Communion

88 N 17th St
Minneapolis, MN 55403
612.333.1381
mary.org

which is never perfect, often not pretty, sometimes dysfunction and a source of
frustration, even the cause of anger. And yet we still identify with it, claim membership in
it, and how dare anyone try and say otherwise. In the Church family we always hold out
hope that other members or things in general will change for the better. And what “better”
means varies from family member to family member.”
I think Archbishop Jackels really hit the nail on the head with this comment. As I have
said many times previously, I think Church is very much like family. In my own family,
we have managed to cancel out each other’s votes in the last several presidential
elections. And yet we realize that when we come together to share a meal, when we all
put our feet under the same table, there is something much bigger holding us
together than could ever divide us. And so it is with Church. We are indeed a diverse
and varied group of people, but when we gather for Eucharist we are one family. We
can never disregard or disdain those with whom we disagree. All of us need to strive
to treat one another with respect and dignity as we try to follow the Lord Jesus.
5. The times, some of them obvious and public, when I fail to live out the Gospel
I preach. Frankly, there are people I have trouble liking, to say nothing of loving.
Forgiveness is an ongoing (and sometimes losing) battle in my life. Worse, my prayer
is sometimes superficial and occasionally even peripheral to my life. On a regular
basis, I need to remind myself (and others) that I am struggling to live out the Gospel I
preach. My faith life is a work in progress. If and when people hear me preach about
something I am not living, I hope they understand that, most often, I am preaching to
myself before anyone else.
Now, lest the above paint a rather gloomy picture, let me hasten to add that it is not
by any means the complete picture. As I said at the beginning, the positives in my
ministry far outweigh the negatives. And as we read in 1Peter 3:15: “Always be ready to
give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.” Thus, having
shared some of the negatives, it is only right that I share the reasons for my hope.
1. The example of Pope Francis. In many ways, the example of Pope Francis has
renewed and energized my ministry. Now I have to admit that I don’t always agree
with Pope Francis. I also have to say that I have found him to be an equal opportunity
offender. He says what he thinks/believes regardless of how or whom it might offend.
However, his decision at the beginning of his papacy not to live in the papal
apartments, his response to people who have written him letters, his public embrace
of children and the physically disabled, his washing the feet of men and women
(Catholics as well as non-Catholics) his remarks about divorce and remarriage, and
his comment: “Who am I to judge?”— all these things remind us that ours is a Church
of charity and mercy, a field hospital open to all.
The words and actions of Pope Francis give me great hope. The tell me that care and
compassion, as well as openness and dialogue, are important concerns for him, and
that he will avoid judgment, exclusion, and condemnation. This gives me great hope
for our Church.
2. The strength of people’s faith. People will put up with poor homilies, poor liturgy,
poor music (not that this ever happens at The Basilica), and failures in leadership
because they realize that God is more important than all these things. At times, our
Church is all too human. When my homily doesn’t quite come together, or when the
liturgy is lackluster, or when things extraneous to the liturgy hold sway, it is
comforting to know that God is still there and that people realize this. Over the past
40 years, I have grown in my understanding that God’s grace is often recognized and
known in spite of, not because of, the earthly vessels in which it is conveyed.
Continued on page 11
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
Art Transforms-Liturgy Transfigures
As you may have realized by now my
life’s passions are liturgy and art.
Ever since I was a young child I was
enamored by both. I loved going to
church and I played Mass in our
living room. In addition to my
regular education I also attended art
school. Though I was deeply
immersed in both, it was not until I
was at University studying theology
and art that I realized how much art
(good art) and liturgy have in
common.
Art and liturgy have the potential to offer respite and hope in a
dangerously chaotic world. Art and liturgy hint at answers to
deeply human mysteries such as life and death, love and hatred,
etc. Art and liturgy join in the ongoing process of creation, thus
joining the work of the Divine Creator. Art and liturgy celebrate
Beauty and the Source of all beauty, God. Art and liturgy have
evolved over the centuries not only in response to the changing
times but often in anticipation of change. Thus art and liturgy
have changed us by affirming and challenging what we do and
who we are.
Yet, although there are so many communalities between art
and liturgy there is also a profound difference. Though art and
liturgy both have the potential to change us, art merely has the
power to transform us, while liturgy has the power to
transfigure us.
Good art calls us to be better; to look at the world in a different
light; to think more deeply and to act more justly. Good art thus
is intended to change our behavior in favor of a better world.
Although this is a very laudable goal it remains, in a certain
sense, on the surface of who we are as it is all about what we say
and do. And from one day to the next the impact of art may
wear off and we are back to our old selves having completely
forgotten about what we are to do and who we are to be.
Liturgy by contrast transfigures us, changes our very being.
Liturgy not only causes us to think and act differently but
liturgy transfigures us into different and new people modeled
after Jesus Christ. Every time we gather for worship God molds
us more and more into the image of Christ. Thus the change
liturgy affects is fundamental and permanent. Once we have
been baptized and confirmed, our very being is changed and we
never can return to our old selves, we are permanently
transfigured into the body of Christ . And every time we gather
for the Eucharist we are reminded of who we are and thus of
what we ought to do in favor of a better world. Let’s do it!

Liturgy & Sacred Arts Office

Director – Johan van Parys

General Info - 612.317.3410
Liturgical Ministries - 612.317.3433
Sacred Art/Concerts - 612.317.3438
Music - 612.317.3426
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LITURGY
MUSIC CAMP PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 1:00 & 2:30PM
TERESA OF CALCUTTA HALL, LOWER LEVEL
Campers will perform the musical In the Image by Mark
Burrows, a story about looking beyond our physical image to
what is inside each of us. Free of charge.

WELCOMING MASS FOR
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 5:00PM
The Welcoming Mass for the 137th Annual Supreme
Convention of the Knights will take place during the regularly
scheduled Saturday Mass of Anticipation, August 5 at 5:00pm.
For those who regularly attend the Mass of Anticipation, the
Mass will be slightly different than usual with the Knights of
Columbus Men’s Choir singing and they attendance of various
bishops and clergy from throughout the United States.

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
Masses for the Solemnity of the Assumption are:
7:00am Saint Joseph Chapel
Noon & 5:30pm in The Basilica

LABOR DAY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL, GROUND LEVEL
Mass will be celebrated at 10:00am. There will be no 7:00am or
Noon Mass on Labor Day. Basilica offices and campus are
closed in observance of the holiday.

EUCHARIST WITH THE SACRAMENT OF THE
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 10:30AM
SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL, GROUND LEVEL
All who are seeking healing in body, mind, and soul are
welcomed to receive the Sacrament of Anointing.

SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Closing Weekend of Sesquicentennial Celebrations
Archbishop Bernard Hebda celebrant at the 9:30am and
11:30am Mass.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1:30PM
For over 25 years we have celebrated the Feast of Saint Francis
with a traditional Blessing of Animals. Gather on the lawn
starting at 1:00pm. At 1:30pm we will process into the church
for a brief service to thank God for the blessing of all creation
and to pray for the continued well-being of our world.

LITURGY & SACRED ART
CONCERTS AND MUSIC
SUMMER ORGAN RECITAL SERIES

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 2:00PM — KRAIG WINDSCHITL
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 7:30PM — CHRISTOPHER STROH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2:00PM — CHRIS GANZA
BASILICA
All are invited to enjoy this series of free, air-conditioned organ recitals. Free parking is
available in the MCTC ramp and in all Basilica lots before all recital times. Free-will
donations will be gratefully received in support of this series. Come, discover the
breadth of music, variety of performers, and the unique “Centennial” organ in The
Basilica’s uplifting architecture and acoustics.

SACRED ART
EXHIBITS

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL MUSICIANS

Juventus Youth Ensemble for singers and instrumentalists grades 9-12 meets
Wednesdays 7:15-8:30pm in The Basilica School Choir room. Simple voice check or
audition in August. Juventus leads music at the 4:30pm liturgy once a month, and at
Christmas and Easter with Mundus Contemporary & World Music Ensemble. Space is
limited. Visit mary.org for more information or contact Walter Tambor at 612.317.3507
or wtambor@mary.org.

CONTEMPORARY & WORLD MUSIC MINISTRY

Consider singing or playing an instrument in a contemporary music ministry
ensemble: Mundus (Contemporary and World Music ensemble, and Contemporary
Musicians Ensemble). Visit mary.org for more information, or contact Walter Tambor
at 612.317.3506 or wtambor@mary.org.

THE BASILICA BOYCHOIR

Boys, grade 4-8 (unchanged voice), are invited to join The Basilica Boychoir. As
Cathedral Choristers, members will rehearse with the Choristers and learn choral
repertoire, lead liturgies, and learn the basics of singing. Contact Teri Larson at
tlarson@mary.org to schedule a voice check and for more information.

150 FACES OF THE BASILICA

EXHIBITION: THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30
The exhibit features photographs and
stories of parishioners from the
Immaculate Conception Church and The
Basilica, 1868 through 2018: Broadway
stars, police officers, businessmen and
women, federal agents, nuns and
immigrants. Come meet them all!

CATHEDRAL CHOIR

There are openings in all sections of the Cathedral Choir. The choir sings at the 9:30am
mass September through Pentecost and at major feast days and solemnities
(Christmas, Triduum, Easter) as well as certain Archdiocesan liturgies. Audition
requirements: art song or aria, sight-reading, pitch matching. Contact Teri Larson at
tlarson@mary.org or 612.317.3426 to schedule an audition. Rehearsals begin
Wednesday, September 4 at 7:00pm in the Teresa of Calcutta Hall.

CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS

Open to any child in grades 4-8. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings, 5:45-7:00pm.
Voice check required in August. Contact Teri Larson at 612.317.3426 or
tlarson@mary.org for more information and to schedule a voice check. Rehearsals
begin on Wednesday, September 4 at 5:45pm.

CHERUBS & CHILDREN’S CHOIR

For children Pre-K-and grade 1-3. Register your child at the first rehearsal, Wednesday,
September 11, 6:00-7:00pm.

CHANT SCHOLA

Open to men and women interested in singing Gregorian Chant. Pitch matching
required. Rehearsals TBD based on availability. Contact Teri Larson at 612.317.3426 or
tlarson@mary.org for more information.

Florence Bashford Spensley
(1875-1942)
In 1918, Florence converted to
Catholicism and was welcomed into the
church by Fr. Thomas Cullen at the ProCathedral. She remained a parishioner
until her death in 1942.
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LEARNING
SACRAMENTS
BAPTISM PREPARATION

We offer classes approximately nine times a year for parents
who are registered members of The Basilica and plan on having
their child baptized here. Godparents are welcome too. More
information and registration is available at mary.org. Please
check the weekly newsletter for future class dates.
Congratulations to the following children who were baptized
in May and June:
Reagan Florence Felkey • Millie Lee Felkey
Mara Florinda Kozek • Kit Hennie Kozek
Samuel James Hoskins • Clara Margaret Reykdal
Martin Brian Voelker • Eleonora Cecilia Montermini
Patrick Earl Bowe, III • Charles Heim Bowe
Sloane Marae Kurtz • Aiden Rocco Demonte
William Joseph Sweeney • Anders Quyen Holth
Taylor Jane Altman • Ava Lorraine Gale
Maya Helena Gale • Tomas Santiago Amigon
Alexandra Victoria Mielke • Everly Ardis Foster
Laurel Mae Wyse • Domenico Phillip Curatolo
Prime Emmanuel Otindo • Lily Joan George
Cora Marie Knutson • Liam Michael Larson
Mila Marina Hatling • Bodhe Thomas Gapinski
Brooklyn Rae Boran • Greta Jane Bohlke
Neil Pratik Suchak • Audrey Catherine Cahir

CONFIRMATION

Congratulations to the following youth and adults who received the
sacrament of confirmation at The Basilica this Easter season.
Zosha Lian Carroll • Margaret Mary Cramer
Timothy Michael Cramer • Erica Dimitropoulos
John Randall Fox • Samuel Fredrick Johnson
Suzanne Brophy Mahowald • Ryan Anthony Maiers
Sarah Hayette Overton • Samuel Cleveland Pederson
Marilyn Darlene Polchow • Ashley Ann Roberts
Emmanuelle Antonina Serres
Sabrina Cassandra Toth • Philip Tran
Morgan Violet Widuch

Learning Office
General - 612.317.3414
Young Adult Ministry - 612.317.3478
Children & Family Ministry - 612.317.3414
Marriage Ministry - 612.317.3478
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
REGISTER NOW FOR 2019-2020
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

The class year starts on Sunday, September 22. Use our online
registration system to easily register for all classes (PreK
through Grade 12) and for sacramental preparation programs.
Remember, the online registration process is in two parts:
class information and payment is the first step; and child/
family information is the second. You MUST complete both
sections to ensure we have all the needed information. If you
have any questions, contact Christine Moore at
cmoore@mary.org or 612.317.3439.

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION

In September, preparation for First Reconciliation will begin
for children and their parents. Children age seven and older
can begin this process. Parents have an active role in their
children’s sacramental preparation, and we require that the
children are enrolled in our weekly faith formation classes.
Children are required to go through the process of First
Reconciliation before they can prepare for First Eucharist.
Contact Christine for more information about the process at
cmoore@mary.org or 612.317.3439.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG FAMILIES

We offer a variety of ministries for young families at The
Basilica (families with children under the age of four.) Our
MOMMs group (Mary Our Mother Mom) meets twice a month
on Wednesday mornings with free child care available. Our
DADs group meets periodically on Saturday mornings. Visit
mary.org for specific dates and more information.

LEARNING
ADULT LEARNING
RCIA BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):
Thinking about becoming Catholic or just want to learn about Catholicism?
Have you been searching for a faith home? Have you been to Catholic Mass and
wondered what it was about? Have you heard some strange things about Catholics?
Why not come and find out what is true about the Catholic faith in a relaxed,
informative and experiential setting. For more information visit mary.org/RCIA or
contact the Learning Department at 612.317.3414.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
16 YEARS AND OLDER

Classes will be held for persons with disabilities and their families to prepare for First
Communion and Confirmation sacraments in August at the Church of Saint Richard
in Richfield. For more information, contact Sonya Flomo at the Archdiocese Office for
Marriage, Family and Life, 651.291.4488 or flomos@archspm.org.

MARRIAGE
PREPARATION

At The Basilica, we are committed to preparing couples not only for the wedding
day—but also, and most importantly—for a lifetime of marriage ahead. If you are
considering marriage, please allow plenty of time for your “marriage” preparation. At
The Basilica, we recommend couples begin 10 to 12 months ahead the wedding day.
Also, if you attend The Basilica but are not a registered member, plan to maintain your
connection to the parish even after your marriage, and are considering celebrating
your wedding here, remember that we require you to be a registered member for at
least three months before being able to book a wedding date. Go to mary.org or
contact Ben at bcaduff@mary.org for more information.

COMMUNITY
COME TOGETHER

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2:30-4:30PM
SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL, GROUND LEVEL
Come Together is a monthly ecumenical gathering to pray for peace and an end to
violence in our world, our communities, and our homes. Come together in song,
prayer, contemplation and discussion at The Basilica. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Visit cometogethertc.org for more information.

BOULEVARDS REUNION

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 6:00-8:30PM
RECTORY DINING ROOM
As we celebrate 150 years as a parish community, we would like to invite anyone who
has participated in Boulevards over the years to get together for a reunion. Take time
to reconnect with friends and fellow parishioners. If you are interested, contact John
at jstanek@visi.com or 612.827.1797 or call Janice at 612.317.3477.

BASILICA YOUNG
ADULTS
BYA are young adults (single and
married) in their 20s/30s who gather
for social events, opportunities for
learning and spiritual growth, and to
provide service to our community.

BYA FALL RETREAT

OCTOBER 11-13
SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY GUESTHOUSE
COLLEGEVILLE, MN
Register now for our annual retreat in
the quiet of central Minnesota and the
beautiful atmosphere of Saint John’s
Abbey. We begin on Friday evening
and end with lunch and Mass on
Sunday. All young adults (age 18-30)
are invited. More information and
registration details are at mary.org.
Contact Ben at bcaduff@mary.org for
more information.

BYA BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY EVENINGS, 7:15PM
SAINT JOSEPH CHAPEL
Young adults are welcome to join
together each Thursday night to read
and pray together with the upcoming
Sunday Mass readings. There is no
preparation necessary and it’s a great
way to prepare for Mass with other
young adults. Contact Ben at
bcaduff@mary.org for more
information.

CONNECT TO BYA

Visit our Basilica Young Adult user
group page at mary.org or our
Facebook page at facebook.com/
BasilicaYoungAdults to learn about
ongoing and newly scheduled BYA
service, social, and educational events.
Log on to MyBasilica to sign up to
receive enewsletters and stay up-todate on all new events.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

CHRISTIAN LIFE

Christian Life ministries at The
Basilica include activities and
programs that help us serve one
another and work for justice. These
activities fall under three key
areas: the ways we Serve,
Accompany and Defend.
• We Serve: With our focus on the
common good, and a particular
care for the most vulnerable, we
seek to recognize and meet the
needs of our brothers and sisters.
We extend a hand without
reservations or fear, with
tenderness and openness.
• We Accompany: Recognizing that God is present; we walk
with and support one another through every facet of life.
Practicing active listening, and respecting the sacred story of
the other, we develop relationships, assuring one another that
we are never alone.
• We Defend: There are times when it is not enough to
accompany or serve. We must defend, advocate, and work to
change systems that oppress or abuse our brothers and
sisters. We must build strength together and work to change
systems that cause hurt or violence.
While the summer months often mean slowing down—
Christian Life ministries keep going strong. The needs of our
brothers and sisters are often heightened during these long
summer days. Guided by the Gospel challenge of love and
reconciliation, Christian Life ministries remain a consistent,
compassionate presence throughout the year.
Hundreds of committed volunteers dedicate their time to
making the Basilica a beacon of hope in our community.
Parishioners dedicate time weekly in our St. Vincent de Paul
ministries, create sacred Prayer Shawls, coach our neighbors
who are unemployed,. Parishioners offer healing hospitality to
those who have lost a loved one, provide a listening ear to
those in transition, and advocate on behalf of the most
vulnerable in our community.
While the summer begins to wind down, and “Back-to-School”
messages dominate our community, the many dedicated
volunteers in Christian Life continue their work of serving the
needs of our community and working for justice. We are
humbled and grateful for their commitment. Consider how
you may get involved in this important work.

Christian Life Office
Director - Janice Andersen

General Info - 612.317.3419
Charity - 612.317.3413
Justice - 612.317.3477
Caring Ministries - 612.317.3474
Welcome/Hospitality - 612.317.3417
Employment and Mental Health Ministry - 612.317.3508
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BASILICA SERVES

As we celebrate the role of our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry over
the past 150 years, consider participating in a variety of ways.
There are several simple, important drives over the summer
months to help the most vulnerable in our community.
(Collection bins will be near church entrances.) Consider how
you can be involved.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

COLLECTION: WEEKENDS THROUGH AUGUST 4
BACKPACK STUFFING: BASILICA DAY, AUGUST 11
The Basilica will collect school supplies to pack 250 backpacks
for children of Ascension Catholic School and Lutheran Social
Services refugee program. Look for complete lists of supplies
needed on flyers in the back of church or on the website at
mary.org/schoolsupply. Bring the school supplies after any
Mass. We will pack them at The Basilica Day celebration on
August 11. Collection bins will be near church entrances.

BLANKET DRIVE

WEEKENDS, AUGUST 17-SEPTEMBER 8
The Basilica will collect new or gently used blankets to be
donated to Bridging, Inc., providing support to families
transitioning out of homelessness and poverty. All denotations
are to be clean and in good condition. We will complete this
drive on September 8 at The Basilica Fall Festival.

FOOD DRIVE

WEEKENDS, SEPTEMBER 14-29
The Basilica will collect non-perishable food items for the
Groveland Food Shelf. Groveland provides about 40,000 pounds
of food for close to 2,000 clients each month through three
programs, serving families, youth, and students at Minneapolis
College. Look for complete list of what is needed on mary.org.
We will complete this drive at the closing of the Basilica 150
Year celebration on September 29.

SVDP GUEST RECOGNITION CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,10:00AM, BASILICA LAWN
Join us as we celebrate and recognize the value of all those who
utilize the services of our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry. If you
would like to participate and support this celebration, contact
Janice at 612.317.3477 or jandersen@mary.org.

CHRISTIAN LIFE
HENNEPIN CONNECTIONS: MENTORING, ACHIEVING, GROWING

Consider being part of the one-on-one mentoring ministry with Minneapolis College.
Partnering with a student who has experienced homelessness and poverty, we are
invited to build relationships that bridge cultural divides. MCTC has many students
hoping to participate. We need you to join us! Email jandersen@mary.org for more
information, or call Carol at 612.747.2983 to learn more and get involved.

IMMIGRANT SUPPORT MINISTRY

The Basilica Immigrant Support Ministry assists refugees, asylum seekers and
migrants. Rooted in our Catholic Faith, we partner with community organizations,
fostering long-term relationships, offering financial assistance and other support. We
need your help supporting families in our community. Contact Dawn at
dawnpaib@gmail.com or call Janice at 612.317.3477 to learn more.

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD AND THE BASILICA:
TWO DECADES OF PARTNERSHIP

For more than 20 years, the Basilica has sheltered families without housing through
the local program Families Moving Forward (FMF). Using a network of more than 70
congregations, FMF provides case management at a “Day Center” and at
congregations a hot meal and safe place to stay. The Basilica hosts families three nonconsecutive weeks each year, and volunteers are needed for our next hosting week of
October 20-27 to donate meals, lead activities, and stay overnight. Contact FMF
chairperson Mary at 612.669.5213 or mcbujold@yahoo.com to register.

CROSSROADS

Adults 40 and older are invited to join
this fun group! Find events online:
mary.org/crossroads and subscribe to
our monthly e-newsletter.

THURSDAY BOOK CLUB

FIRST THURSDAY, 10:00AM
COWLEY CENTER, WAGNER ROOM
Questions? Call Karen 612.872.7535.
Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens
September 5 Fahrenheit 451
by Ray Bradbury

August 1

ANNUAL AUGUST POTLUCK

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 6:00PM
Always a popular gathering of great
people and delicious food! Contact Holly
at 952.474.7531 for reservations and
location. Bring a dish to share!
(Cancelled in the event of rain.)

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

MASS AND POT LUCK

MENTAL HEALTH AUTHOR SERIES

MINNESOTA STATE CAPITOL
TOUR & LUNCH

MONDAY, JULY 29-FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
For 24 years, The Basilica has worked on Habitat for Humanity houses throughout our
community, helping to make the joy and stability of home ownership a reality for local
families. As an annual “work camp week” sponsor, The Basilica provides a sponsorship
fee and volunteers for five days to take on a variety of construction tasks. Join us for
our 24th annual Basilica Habitat Build Week! All those 16 years and older may build;
those younger may make/donate lunches or snacks for volunteers. Habitat is an
outstanding one-time volunteer opportunity—build one or multiple days—the choice
is yours. If you have questions, contact Julia at jfreeman@mary.org or 612.317.3413.
Register online at mary.org/habitat.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 7:00PM
TERESA OF CALCUTTA HALL, LOWER LEVEL
A Free Event with books available for purchase and signing. The Basilica of Saint Mary
in partnership with Trinity Episcopal Church and Excelsior Bay Books is proud to
bring author Mary Cregan to The Basilica to share her new book, The Scar: A Personal
History of Depression and Recovery. At the age of twenty-seven, married, and living in
New York, Mary Cregan gives birth to her first child, a daughter she names Anna. But
it’s apparent that something is terribly wrong, and two days later, Anna dies—
plunging Cregan into suicidal despair. Decades later, Cregan reflects on this pivotal
experience and attempts to make sense of it. A graceful and penetrating memoir,
interweaving the author’s descent into depression with a medical and cultural history
of this illness. The Scar vividly depicts the pain and ongoing stigma of clinical
depression, giving greater insight into its management and offering hope for those
who are suffering. Mark your calendars now to attend this incredible evening. Contact
Janet at jgrove@mary.org or 612.317.3508 for more information.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 6:00PM
Mass begins at 6:00pm, with Father John
Bauer presiding. Bring a dish to the
potluck dinner which follows. Enjoy
Walter Tambor’s presentation about his
trip to South Africa last year as one of the
singers with the Minnesota Orchestra.
Not to be missed! Contact Marilynn at
marilynnbartz@gmail.com or
952.913.5470 by September 22.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 10:00AM
See the recent restoration, secondlargest self-supported marble dome in
the world, art, murals and paintings
restored to original 1905 patterns and
colors. An overview of Capitol history
and chambers where state government
decisions are made are included on this
45 minute tour. Meet at the State Capitol
Building at 75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd., St. Paul Capitol Information &
Tour Center, Room 126 (first floor.) (No
charge; free will donation of $5/person
suggested.) Reservations to Helen at
952.949.3697 before September 20.
Lunch to follow at the Naughty Greek
restaurant nearby.
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DEVELOPMENT
SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE SUPPORTERS OF THE
CITIES 97.1 BASILICA BLOCK PARTY!

The 25th anniversary of the Basilica Block Party took place on
July 12 and 13, and it could not have been a success without the
support of our incredible sponsors and volunteers. Thank you
for being a part of such a special milestone in Block Party
history, and helping to benefit the restoration efforts of The
Basilica Landmark and St. Vincent de Paul.

Special Thank You to:
AARP, AirVuz, Apres, Inc., Artic Glacier Ice, Asia Security,
The Basilica of Saint Mary Staff, Benjamin Franklin Plumbing,
Best Ring, Biffs, Inc., Bud Light, Budget Bleachers,
Capitol Beverage, Cardtronics, Century Link, Chloe Wines,
Cities 97.1, City of Minneapolis, Coca-Cola Corporation,
eTix, Freestyle Productions, FujiFilm, Geico, Great Clips,
Great Lakes Coca-Cola, Hilton Minneapolis,
Hiway Federal Credit Union, JRI Marketing,
Karwoski & Courage, Keller Fence,
Lano Equipment, Little Pepper Promotions, Live Nation,
Martin Williams, McKinney Roe, MCTC, Metro Transit,
Midwest Radio Rental, Minneapolis Police Department,
Minneapolis Public Works, Minuteman Press, MNDOT,
MN United, Minneapolis Fire Department,
Murray’s Restaurant, National Fence Rental,
North Memorial Health, Outfront Media,
Prairie Organic Spirits, Phillips Wine and Spirits,
PreferredOne, Pro Events International, PS Results,
RBC Wealth Management, Redbull, RGB Sound, Social Indoor,
Swag Guys, Star Tribune, Steve Crawford Productions,
Tap Minneapolis, The Vanella Group, Twin Cities Pride,
2 Gingers, U of M Physicians, Warning Lights of Minnesota,
Xcel Energy, Yamaha Golf & Utility,
Ziegler Power Systems

A TAX-SMART WAY TO SUPPORT
THE BASILICA LANDMARK 501(C)(3)

Do you have a traditional IRA? Are you, or will you soon to be,
70 ½ years old? If you answered ‘yes’ did you know you may
make a tax free qualified charitable distribution (QCD) directly
from your IRA to The Basilica Landmark without increasing
your taxable income or taxes? This is a popular, tax-smart
option for giving. Funds transferred from your IRA will not
subject your Social Security income to higher tax levels and if
you are 70 ½ or older, will count toward your required
minimum distribution (RMD).
To take advantage, please contact your IRA plan administrator
or Monica Stuart, Development Officer, at 612.317.3429 to learn
more.
*Because circumstances may vary person to person, donors
should discuss plans with a professional tax advisor.

THE BASILICA LANDMARK ANNUAL FUND

By supporting the Annual Fund, you ensure the longevity of our
building. The following campus improvements are to begin in
2019:
• Basilica school exterior
• Refurbishment of the Teresa of Calcutta Hall

Donate online at thebasilicalandmark.org/give or by
contacting Stephanie Bielmas at 612.317.3472.
The Basilica Landmark is a separate 501(c)(3) charitable
organization from The Basilica, and was organized in 1993 to
preserve and restore The Basilica of Saint Mary and its campus.

GREAT PUMPKIN BINGO

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 6:00-9:00PM
TERESA OF CALCUTTA HALL
Fall is just around the corner and so is Great Pumpkin Bingo!
Join us for Mass and stay for a night of Charlie Brown-themed
Bingo. Don’t miss the fun of exciting callers, food for purchase,
a cash bar and GREAT prizes including Basilica Block Party
tickets, gift certificates and more! Details at mary.org/bingo.
Dress in your best costume and enter into our annual
Halloween Costume Contest! This is a family event. All ages
welcome. Two Categories: children 17 & under, adults 18 &
over. Exciting prizes to be announced. Register online or at the
door by 6:30pm to enter.
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Continued from page 3

FROM THE PASTOR
3. People’s commitment to the Church in general and to
The Basilica in particular. To be honest, and as noted above,
our Church and our parish have lost members, most recently
over the mishandling of sexually inappropriate behavior of
priests/bishops. Most people, though, hang in there, even
when they disagree with or don’t like something. (This is not to
say that people don’t voice their opinions. I have learned that
at The Basilica I seldom need to ask people twice what they
think.) But by and large, those who disagree don’t just get up
and leave; they remain committed. I am enormously grateful
for this. We would soon cease to exist if people opted out every
time they didn’t like something. To grow and develop, our
Church and our parish need the gifts, talents, and abilities of
all its members.
4. The goodness and the gifts of those with whom I have
worked and ministered. With very rare exceptions, I have
been blessed by the staffs with whom I have ministered, the
parish leaders with whom I have worked, and the parishioners
with whom I have served. I am continually and happily
amazed that they tolerate my idiosyncrasies, overlook my
faults, excuse my failings, and forgive my mistakes. I see God’s
hand at work in raising up so many talented people to work in
ministry and to assume leadership positions in parishes. These
dedicated people truly reflect the life and vitality of our
Church. For me, they are an ongoing sign that the Spirit of God
is present and active and is guiding our Church and our parish
into a future full of hope.
5. Our God is a God of new beginnings and second
chances. I have been reminded of this again and again in the
last 40 years. When the way has seemed foreboding and the
future uncertain, I have experienced God’s love and grace
breaking into my life. While I would love to schedule such
times on a regular basis, they are definitely under God’s
control, not mine. In these special moments of grace, when I
catch a glimpse of the awesome mystery of God, I am touched
and sustained by God’s grace and love. I understand what
Saint Paul meant in quoting the prophet Isaiah: “Eye has not
seen, ear has not heard, nor has it so much as dawned on people
what God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Cor.2.9)
While these moments of grace do not happen nearly as often
as I would like, they are the experience that enlivens and
sustains my life and my ministry. Additionally, they remind me
that, while some things in our Church need changing, I can’t
imagine doing anything other than being a priest.
So, with gratitude for the past 40 years and with confidence
and trust in the future, I pray that God will continue to abide
with me, with our parish, and with our Church, and will lead
us all into a future full of hope.

Rev. John M. Bauer
Pastor, The Basilica of Saint Mary

PARISH COUNCIL
CALLED TO SERVICE

Parish Council members serve as a collaborative advisory
group to the Pastor and assist with strategic planning, creation
of effective communication structures, policies, and
procedures.
Parish Council members represent the voice of over 12,000
parishioners and help carry out The Basilica’s mission and
vision.
Visit mary.org/parishcouncil to learn more about the Parish
Council.
Parish Council Elections 2019
Parish Council election results are in. Thanks to all the
candidates and those who voted in the election. Incumbent
Nadia Weber has been re-elected to represent Liturgy and
Sacred Arts. Donna Bonicatto has been elected to represent
our Learning ministries. Fr. Bauer has re-appointed Katelin
Richter Davis to serve a second term as an “at large”
representative to the Parish Council. Elected by the Parish
Council to serve as Officers for the coming year are:
Erik Miles, Chair
Parish Member since 1998

Katelin Richter Davis, Vice Chair
Parish Member since 2015

Mary Gleich Matthews, Secretary
Parish Member since 2011
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NEWS

Throughout the past year we have celebrated our 150th
anniversary as a parish. It has been a year of music, art, and
celebration. This September we will close the 150th year and
launch the next 150 yeas of our parish community. Join as we
look ahead!

BASILICA SCHOOL REUNION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2:00PM
Reconnecting all students, faculty, and parents from The
Basilica School. Reunion gathering followed by Mass at
5:00pm. For more information and to join the invitation list
visit mary.org/schoolreunion or call 612.317.3405.
Connect on Facebook
facebook.com/groups/BasilicaSchoolReunion

SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Closing Weekend of Sesquicentennial Celebrations
Archbishop Bernard Hebda celebrant at the 9:30am and
11:30am Mass.

SVDP GUEST RECOGNITION CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,10:00AM, BASILICA LAWN
Join us as we celebrate and recognize the value of all those
who utilize the services of our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry. If
you would like to participate and support this celebration,
contact Janice at 612.317.3477 or jandersen@mary.org.

150 FACES OF THE BASILICA

EXHIBITION: THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30
The exhibit features photographs and stories of parishioners
from the Immaculate Conception Church and The Basilica,
1868 through 2018: Broadway stars, police officers,
businessmen and women, federal agents, nuns and
immigrants. Come meet them all!
Learn more about at mary.org/150years.
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BASILICA DAY

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
Join us for a celebration following all morning Masses. Enjoy
Sebastian Joe's Ice Cream and help pack backpacks for
children of Ascension Catholic School and Lutheran Social
Services refugee program. Volunteers are needed to help make
this event a success, register at mary.org/basilicaday.

FALL FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
AFTER 9:30 & 11:30AM MASSES
BASILICA LAWN
Plan to attend the Fall Festival—celebrate our parish
community. Great food, games and activities for families and
children.
Volunteers are needed to help make this annual event a
success. Register to help at mary.org.

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 & SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
Join us to learn more about Volunteer Ministry at The Basilica.
Explore which of our 120+ ministries will allow you to use your
God given gifts and talents to serve others. Register online in
advance or join us day of. Orientations will be held bi-monthly.
Contact Ashley, Coordinator of Stewardship, Volunteers, and
Membership with questions at 612.317.3417 or
awyatt@mary.org.

STAY CONNECTED

The Basilica is a welcoming, vibrant community. Learn more
about upcoming events and volunteer opportunities—
subscribe to our email newsletter at mary.org/subscribe or
download the My Parish app for your iPhone or Android.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

M

MONDAY
7:00am
9:30am
Noon

TU

TUESDAY
7:00am
9:30am
Noon

W

SA

Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
SVdP Outreach Ministry
Teresa of Calcutta Hall
Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel

7:00am

9:30am
Noon
6:00pm

FRIDAY
7:00am

Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
10:00am Centering Prayer
Basil the Great, Ground Level
Noon
Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel

SATURDAY
9:00am

5:00pm
7:30pm

WEDNESDAY
9:00am

TH

FR

Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
SVdP Shoe Ministry
Teresa of Calcutta Hall
Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel

SU

Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
SVdP Sandwich Ministry
Rectory, Dining Room
SVdP Outreach Ministry
Teresa of Calcutta Hall
Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
JustFaith
Catherine of Siena

SUNDAY
7:30am
9:30am
11:30am
4:30pm
6:30pm

Confession
Saint Joseph Chapel
Mass of Anticipation
Basilica
AA Meeting
Basilica School, Great Hall
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Basilica

THURSDAY
7:00am
9:15am
9:30am
Noon
6:00pm
7:15pm

Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
Morning Prayer
Choir Stalls
SVdP Outreach Ministry
Teresa of Calcutta Hall
Eucharist
Saint Joseph Chapel
Pathways
Basilica School
Basilica Young Adults Bible Study
Saint Joseph Chapel

MARY.ORG | 612.333.1381
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CALENDAR
AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

10:00am

Crossroads Book Club

Labor Day
10:00am
Mass
No 7:00am or Noon Mass

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
1:00pm
2:30pm

Music Camp Performance
Music Camp Performance

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
10:30am

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

Welcoming Knights of Columbus Mass

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
10:00am

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

School Supply Collection Deadline
2:00pm
Organ Concert

2:00pm

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
10:30am
6:00pm

8

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Crossroads Potluck

AUG

11

12:00pm
7:00pm

Prisoner or Patients? Task Force

10:30am

10:30am

Basilica Day
9:30 & 11:30am Ice Cream Social following Mass
Volunteer to pack back packs
2:00pm
Organ Concert
2:30pm
Come Together

6:00pm

6:00pm

10:00am

29

Boulevards Reunion

Crossroads Mass & Potluck

SVdP Guest Recognition Celebration

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

9:30 & 11:30am Sesquicentennial Closing Mass

*Registration/tickets/audition required

Prayer Shawl Ministry

MARY.ORG | 612.333.1381
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
10:30am

Sacrament of Anointing

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

SEP

AUG

Organ Concert

Prisoner or Patients? Task Force
Mental Health Author Series

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation)
7:00am, Noon, 5:30pm Mass
1:30pm
Crossroads Lunch

2:00pm

Disability Awareness Ministry Meeting

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15

18

Fall Festival following Masses

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Immigrant Support Ministry Meeting
Organ Concert

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18

11:00am

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
10:00am
7:30pm

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

5:30pm

Disability Awareness Ministry

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
12:00pm

Basilica School Reunion*

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER11

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
5:30pm

Crossroads Book Club

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SEP

4

AUG

5:00pm

Prayer Shawl Ministry

